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Minutes of the Leisure & Cultural Committee held at the Parish Council Office, High Street, Ascot,  

SL5 7JF, on Tuesday 28 February 2017, commencing at 7.00pm 

Members Present: Councillors R Ellison (Chairman), A Nehra (Vice- Chairman), B Hilton, C Herring, S Humphrey,  

B Humphreys, P Morris 

In attendance: Elizabeth Yates, Clerk to the Council 

6665  TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Councillor Allison Sharpe. 

6666  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Chairman asked to receive any Declarations of Interest in accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct. None were given. 

6667  THE PROGRAMME OF WORKS 

The Clerk went through the Programme of Works as updated and previously circulated. She showed those present the revised 

layout for the proposed skate park extension, following consultation within the user group and with neighbouring properties. 

Members were happy to endorse the preferences of the user group. The Chairman went on to state that work had started on the 

cemetery memorial and the Clerk added that anecdotes had been drafted for the information board which was to go alongside the 

memorial.  

 

The Chairman and Clerk then updated Members on the Pavilion Project, further to a meeting held with a potential construction 

consultant that morning. A briefing paper and meeting note had been circulated to the Parish Councillors shortly before the start 

of the Leisure Committee. The Chairman explained that the proposed layout was indicative and the meeting had been held 

further to minute 6634. Councillor Barbara Hilton considered the layout to be a realistic proposition taking planning 

requirements and funding stipulations into account. Councillor Charlotte Herring asked for clarity over the use of the kitchen 

area, commenting that the kiosk at Sunningdale Recreation Ground was well used and that improvements to the existing building 

would be beneficial. Councillor Brian Humphreys expressed disappointment in the restrictive nature of the parameters within 

which the Parish Council was being asked to operate, expressing concern that the benefit to the Parish could be curtailed, such as 

by having to install showers that may not be used rather than those funds being put toward the wider community aspect of the 

project. The Chairman replied that the Parish Council was awaiting a fee quotation for overseeing the procurement of the 

Pavilion on a design and construct basis, against a requirements schedule and specification. Councillor Ajay Nehra felt it was 

appropriate to take the project to this stage as discussed at the Parish Council meeting held on 17 January. 

The Clerk went on to inform Members of ongoing dialogue with the Sunninghill Trust and the Borough regarding the use of  

Section 106 (S106) funding at South Ascot Recreation Ground and that she was awaiting a date for another meeting between the 

Parish Council and the Sunninghill Trust at which the draft Lease could be re-considered. The Clerk considered the Pavilion 

Project and the use of S106 funds as two significant matters within the Programme of Works. 

 

6668  GROUNDS MAINTENANCE AND SITES UPDATE  

The Clerk informed Members of correspondence she had received from park users following the installation of new fencing and 

gates at the vehicular entrance to Victory Field. Some residents were calling for additional security measures, others found the 

new arrangements to be restrictive in terms of access after the main field gate is shut in the evening. Members considered that 

there needed to be a balance between access and security and that no further changes would be made at this stage, with the 

concerns of residents and the use of the park monitored for further review, if necessary. 
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The Clerk went on to state that new safety surfacing was due to be installed under the zip wires at Victory Field, South Ascot 

Recreation Ground and Cheapside Play Park as well as under the larger swing at the Blythewood Nature Reserve. 

6669  FEES FOR 2017/18 

The fees for the cemetery, allotments, tennis courts and football pitches for the forthcoming financial year were considered and it 

was agreed that no changes to the fees would be made. This decision was taken as there had been a significant review of the 

cemetery fees for 2016/17. Councillor Spike Humphrey suggested adding the word ‘ashes’ alongside ‘burial’ plots for children 

and Councillor Herring asked how many years were left for burial at the cemetery. The Clerk replied between 10 and 15 years, 

adding that thought was being given to incorporating an area of land to the right of the Garden of Reflection, as well as the use of 

‘niches’ for ashes and the scattering of ashes under dedicated trees, as ways of increasing capacity.  Councillor Humphreys asked 

what type of material was to be used for the proposed path resurfacing at the cemetery, as contained within in the budget for the 

forthcoming financial year. The Clerk replied that quotes for a range of surface types would be brought to the committee for their 

consideration, including tarmac and resin bonded. 

6670  THE SUMMER PARTY 

The Chairman updated those present on the arrangements to date, noting that: 

1.     The First Aid had been Booked 

2.     The Temporary Event/ Alcohol Licence had been obtained 

3.     The Children’s Ride had confirmed 

4.     The Flying Ducks mobile kiosk was attending 

5.      The local Guides and Scouts were attending 

6.      Crown Ices were attending 

7.      The Groove Republic band were attending – via Jagz 

8.      The Rock Choir was attending 

9.      A Charters School Band was due to attend 

10.    Local Skaters would give a demonstration 

11.    Teddy Tennis were attending 

12.    The beer was booked 

13.    Stage quotes had been obtained 

14.    The Publicity Flyer had been updated 

15.    The Publicity Banners needed re-dating 

16.    The electrician had been arranged 

 

Councillor Hilton reminded the Clerk that he local police needed to be informed of the event. A general discussion followed 

regarding additional refreshments and the presence of local charities that had supported the Sunninghill Victorian Street Fayre 

and/or benefited from the grants distributed, to promote their cause. 

 

6671  OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor Pat Morris raised the need for an action plan for the proposed works at the Blythewood Nature Reserve and agreed to 

mark out and draw up a schedule of works against which quotations could be received. The Clerk would send him a site map to 

assist with this. It was also agreed that the next stage of tree works at Tom Green’s Field would be looked at. 

The Clerk informed Members of a meeting she had attended with representatives from the Wildlife in Ascot Group who were 

looking to submit a bid for funds which would be used to enhance the wildlife corridors in the Parish, including that by the 

Blythewood Nature Reserve. 

There being no further matters, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10pm. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

Councillor Robert Ellison, Chairman 

 
 

 


