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Minutes of a meeting of Sunninghill & Ascot Parish Council held at the Parish Council Office, The Courtyard, High Street, 

Ascot, SL5 7JF, on Tuesday 19 September 2017 at 7.00pm 

In attendance: Councillors A Sharpe (Chairman), B Hilton (Vice-Chairman), P Deason, R Ellison, J Gripton, B Humphreys,  

A Nehra, R Wood. 

 

6834  TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillors P Carter, C Herring, D Hilton, S Jones, C Lester, P Morris, S Humphrey, B Story. 

6835  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Chairman asked to receive any Declarations of Interest in accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct. None were given. 

6836  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, held on 25 July, were approved as a correct record and signed as such. 

6837  FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman informed those present that a meeting had been held between Parish Councillors and developers regarding the 

proposed Ascot Community Facility on 12 September and the role the Parish Council could take in managing the project. In his 

capacity as Lead Borough Cabinet Member for Ascot Rejuvenation Councillor David Hilton wished to set up a working group of 

Parish Councillors to assist in the consideration of the Facility, beginning with an analysis of potential uses of the facility and 

related planning classifications which would feed into the Development Brief. The Chairman asked those present if they wished to 

join the Working Party and Councillors Peter Deason, Robert Ellison, John Gripton, Barbara Hilton, Robin Wood and the 

Chairman expressed their interest.  Councillor Charlotte Herring had also expressed an interest to the Clerk in advance of the 

meeting.  The Clerk was asked to inform Councillor Hilton of this.   

6838  PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was not adjourned for a maximum of 15 minutes to allow Members of the Public to address the Council about 

matters of local concern as no members of the public were present. 

6839  PRESENTATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The Planning Committee minutes of 1 and 22 August were presented by Councillor B Hilton.  

The Leisure Committee minutes of 15 August were presented by Councillor R Ellison. 

The Finance and Personnel Committee notes of 23 August were presented by the Chairman. 

6840  WARD COUNCILLOR DISCRETIONARY ALLOWANCES AND THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

Following suggestions raised by the Ascot, Cheapside, Sunninghill, South Ascot and Sunningdale Neighbourhood Action Group 

Councillor David Hilton  had written a note to Parish Councillors in advance of the meeting asking for their support for the use of 

his Councillor allowance to go toward the installation of a cycle rack outside Tesco’s in Ascot High Street. This was supported.  

Councillor Hilton had also asked for support for his allowance to go toward the supply and installation of two additional bins in 

Ascot High Street near Bar One and for the Parish Council to assist with the cost of emptying these additional bins at a cost of 

£327 per bin per year. Discussion followed as to the need for additional bins and the type used as the Chairman expressed concern 

about the variety and quality of the existing bins in the High Street. The Clerk was asked to find out more about which bins were 

proposed and report back to Members. She was also asked to find out how the other Borough Councillor for Ascot and Cheapside 

was intending to use her allowance. The possibility of Ascot High Street businesses sponsoring bins outside their premises, which 

may well tie in to the ‘We Love Ascot’ idea was also discussed. 
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In addition, the Clerk had previously asked the Parish Councillors for any suggestions regarding the use of the allowances by the 

Sunninghill and South Ascot Borough Councillors. The following ideas had been put forward: 

Additional dog bins within the Parish 

Christmas Lights within Parish High Streets 

Outdoor table tennis tables at Victory Field Recreation Ground 

A bench at the Blackmoor Pond (Blythewood) 

An information sign about the history of Ancaster Lodge (Blythewood) 

Councillor Robert Ellison then stated that the Borough had informed him, as a member of the Chamber of Commerce, that there 

was a funding shortfall of £1,350 for Christmas Lights this year for Sunninghill. Discussion took place as to why there was a 

shortfall just for Sunninghill High Street and the seeming imbalance between the funds raised by Sunninghill and the other high 

streets in the Parish. Councillor Brian Humphreys asked what repairs/ maintenance were needed and suggested that the Parish 

Council obtain this information as part of any funding approval. The Chairman then stated that she had contacted the Ward 

Councillors and they had favoured the installation of a table tennis table from the above list of projects. The Chairman asked the 

Clerk if she knew what the outcome of the Parish Council’s capital bid was, which included two table tennis tables for Victory 

Field. The Clerk replied that she did not know this and would follow this up. The Clerk added that the suggestions for Blythewood 

were not located within the Sunninghill and South Ascot ward and therefore could not be considered.  

Based upon this discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would fund the Christmas Lights shortfall from its revenue 

budget for this year and that the Ward Councillors grant would go on the purchase and installation of a table tennis table at Victory 

Field, subject to their formal approval.  It was also agreed that funding for Christmas Lights could be made available from 

proceeds from the Victorian Street Fayres. 

Councillor John Gripton asked how the hanging baskets in the Parish were financed and the Clerk replied that the Parish Council 

funds the baskets with support from Ascot Racecourse. 

6841  THE MEETING WITH ALISON ALEXANDER, MANAGING DIRECTOR RBWM AND BOROUGH 

COUNCILLOR CHRISTINE BATESON 

The Chairman explained the rational for the meeting and asked those present if they had any questions they would like her to raise 

at the meeting. Difficulty of communication, the quality and quantity of service provision and the seeming contradiction around 

the localism agenda were put forward. Councillor Peter Deason had specific and general questions regarding the planning matters 

and agreed to send these to the Chairman in advance of the meeting. He also raised the lack of funds available for footpath 

maintenance, such as for the path that leads from Oriental Road to Victory Field in Sunninghill. The meeting was to be held on  

19 October in the Parish Council Office with the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk and had arisen from the proceedings of the 

Parish Conference. The Chairman added that Members could email her with any other questions before the meeting. 

6842  MEMBERSHIP OF THE BERKSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

The Chairman put forward a recommendation that the Parish Council joined the Berkshire Association of Local Councils for a 

trial membership period from 1 October 2017 to 31 March 2018 at a cost of £436.52p. A booklet on the purpose and benefits of 

membership had previously been circulated to Members and the Chairman gave her reasons for recommending joining, in terms of 

advice on how to deal with the changing role of Parish Councils and the training courses provided, adding that the training course 

for Parish Councillors would be of use for all Parish Councillors. It was resolved that the Parish Council would take up the ‘Trial 

Membership.’   
 

6843  THE PARISH COUNCIL’S SUBMISSION ON REGULATION 19 OF THE BOROUGH LOCAL PLAN 

The Chairman gave a vote of thanks to Councillor Peter Deason for his work on the submission. She and Councillor Ajay Nehra 

suggested re-wording the introduction to make the main issues stand out and it was agreed that the submission would be circulated 

to the Borough Councillors and Sunningdale Parish Council, as well as being placed on the Parish Council’s website and social 

media sites. Councillor David Hilton’s previously circulated note on the standardised approach to assessing local authority 

housing need was also considered. The draft submission was then ratified as the Parish Council’s submission on Regulation 19 of 

the Borough Local Plan.  

6844  BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS 

Matters arising from the report from Councillor David Hilton had been covered earlier in the meeting. 
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6845  OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor Peter Deason asked the Chairman if she could obtain an update on the parking proposals for Sunninghill Village and 

the Chairman agreed to do this. 

Councillor Brian Humphreys asked for the reasons behind the decision on the planning application for Heatherwood Hospital and 

Councillor John Gripton replied that this had been due in part to the public’s desire for the provision of a hospital. He added that 

he was putting forward ideas for the use of new technologies to alleviate the pressures on parking at the hospital. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm 

 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

Councillor Allison Sharpe, Chairman 

 

 


