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Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of Sunninghill & Ascot Parish Council held at the Parish Council Office, The Courtyard, 

High Street, Ascot, SL5 7JF, on Tuesday 8 May 2018 at 7.00pm 

Members Present: Councillors A Sharpe (Chairman), B Hilton (Vice-Chairman), P Carter, P Deason, J Gripton, C Herring,  

B Humphreys, S Humphrey, P Morris, C Lester, A Nehra, B Story, R Wood. 

In attendance: Elizabeth Yates, Clerk to the Council 

7043  TO NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillors Robert Ellison, David Hilton and Shirley Jones. 

7044  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Chairman asked to receive any Declarations of Interest in accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct. 

The Clerk noted the trading agreement between the Parish Council and Chapmans Ironmongers. 

7045  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Council Meeting, held on 6 February, were approved as a correct record and signed as such. 

7046  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 

The Chairman took this item and asked for nominations for the position of Chairman.  Councillor Peter Deason nominated 

Councillor Allison Sharpe.  Councillor Barbara Story seconded this nomination and it was agreed unanimously that Councillor 

Sharpe was appointed as Chairman of the Parish Council for the Council year 2018/19.  She declared her acceptance of office. 

7047  APPOINTMENT OF THE VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 

The Chairman asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman of the Council.  The Chairman nominated Councillor 

Barbara Hilton.  Councillor Christine Lester seconded this nomination and it was agreed unanimously that Councillor Hilton was 

appointed as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the Council year. She declared her acceptance of office. 

7048  APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE(S) CHAIRMAN & VICE- CHAIRMAN 

The Chairman then asked for nominations for the position of Chairman of the Parish Council’s Planning committee.   

Councillor Christine Lester nominated Councillor Barbara Hilton. The Chairman of the Parish Council seconded this nomination 

and it was agreed unanimously that Councillor Hilton was appointed as Chairman of the Planning Committee for the Council year. 

She declared her acceptance of office. 

In the absence of the current Chairman of the Leisure and Cultural Committee it was agreed to defer this appointment until the 

next meeting of that committee. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council automatically became the Chairman of the Finance and Personnel Committee.  

The Chairman then asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee. Councillor Barbara 

Hilton nominated Councillor Peter Deason.  Councillor Spike Humphrey seconded this nomination and it was agreed unanimously 

that Councillor Deason was appointed as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee for the Council year. He declared his 

acceptance of office. 

It was agreed to defer the appointment of the Vice-Chairman of the Leisure and Cultural Committee until the next meeting of that 

committee. 
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The Chairman then nominated Councillor Robin Wood for the position of Lead Member for Finance and Vice-Chairman of the 

Finance and Personnel Committee. Councillor Phil Carter seconded this nomination and it was agreed unanimously that 

Councillor Wood was appointed as Lead Member for Finance and Vice-Chairman of the Finance and Personnel Committee for the 

Council year. He declared his acceptance of office.  

7049  APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

The Chairman asked the Councillors present to state on which committees they wished to serve. All those present agreed that their 

committee membership would remain unaltered for the Council year. 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the two sub- committees would form the rest of the Finance and Personnel Committee, with 

the proviso for co-opting other Parish Councillors onto the committee as required. 

7050  APPROVAL OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS, RISK REVIEW AND INTERNAL 

AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 2018/19 

The Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Risk Review were noted and approved as were the internal audit arrangements for 

the Parish Council year 2018/19. 

7051  APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

The following appointments were noted or approved: 

Councillor Barbara Story – Cordes Hall Management Committee, RBWM Rural Forum and Parish Conference, with the proviso 

that other Members could attend the Parish Conference if she were unable to and that the Chairman would also attend when 

possible. 

Councillor Spike Humphrey – RBWM Crime and Disorder Overview and Scrutiny Panel (external appointment.) Councillor 

Humphrey stated that he may no longer be able to serve in this role and the Clerk advised him to contact the Borough’s committee 

clerk about this as it was an external appointment. Councillor Humphrey added that at the last meeting he attended he suggested 

that the Borough’s policy on dealing with homelessness and anti-social behaviour was dived into two separate policies and this 

had been agreed. 

Lauren Davies and Wayne Phelan – Parish Council nominated Trustees on the Sunninghill Trust (existing)  

Councillor Ajay Nehra - Charters Leisure Committee. Councillor Nehra stated that the Leisure Centre was going well with an 

increase in customer numbers. 

Councillor Barbara Hilton and Peter Deason – Ascot Rejuvenation Stakeholder Group 

Councillor Peter Deason – Parish Stakeholder Group (Planning)  

Councillor Barbara Hilton stated that the Charters Youth and Community Management Committee had disbanded and Councillor 

Phil Carter, the existing Parish Council representative, confirmed this. Councillor Carter added that he had indicated a willingness 

to stay in contact with the Youth Club as it re-considered its formation. 

7052  FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman informed members that she, the Vice-Chairman and Clerk were due to meet with Borough Officers as part of their 

communication processes on Thursday 9 May. She asked those present to email the Clerk with any matters they wanted discussed 

at the meeting and stated that she would raise monitoring air pollution, the gateways to Sunninghill, Remembrance 2018, the War 

Horse Memorial and the bus shelter consultation. Councillor Peter Deason asked if the Chairman would also mention the amount 

of advertising on the round-a-bout adjacent to Sunninghill High Street.  

7053  PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was not adjourned for a maximum of 15 minutes to allow members of the public to address the Council about matters 

of local concern as no members of the public were present. 

7054  PRESENTATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The Planning Committee minutes of 20 February, 13 March, 3 April and 24 April were presented by Councillor Barbara Hilton. 

The Leisure and Cultural Committee minutes of 17 April were presented by Councillor Ajay Nehra. The Clerk informed members 

that she had heard back from the Comrades Club that morning regarding Remembrance 2018 and that a recommendation would go 

to the June Parish Council meeting (minute 7032.)  She also stated that the Cordes Hall Cinema Team had decided to hold their 

summer event in the field next to St Michael and All Angels Church in Sunninghill. The organiser, however, might be coming 

back to the Parish Council with a suggestion that a cinema event is held at Victory Field in September and had expressed dis-

appointment that the Parish Council had raised concerns about a summer event at Victory Field (minute 7034.) 

The Sunninghill Victorian Street Fayre notes of 17 April were presented by Councillor Barbara Hilton. 
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7055  END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS AND INTERNAL AUDIT 

Councillor Robin Wood presented the previously circulated end of year accounts as Lead Member for Finance. He reported a 

healthy financial position, with a slight under-spend in administrative expenditure and therefore an addition to the reserves. 

Councillor Peter Deason asked Councillor Wood to add the reserve movement to the summary accounts which Councillor Wood 

agreed to do. Councillor Deason also stated that planning permission had been granted for the re-configuration of the Pavilion at 

Victory Field and that the tenders for the works were to be opened on 14 May. He added that there might be a need for a transfer 

from reserves to cover any shortfall in funding after the Section 106 funds allocated by the Borough to the project.  

The Clerk presented the end of year Internal Audit Report and it was noted that no actions had been recommended. 

 

7056  INSURANCE REVIEW 

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Parish Council insurance had been reviewed, in line with the Council’s financial risk 

procedures, and that quotes had been obtained from three insurance providers. Approval was given to the recommendation from 

the Parish Council’s insurance broker that a three year agreement be entered into with Inspire, underwritten by AXA, as this 

represented best value. 

 

7057  GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION (GDPR) 2018 

The Clerk provided an update on the GDPR further to the January Parish Council meeting. She noted that the Borough had agreed 

to act as the Parish Council’s Data Protection Officer and that the internal data audit, risk assessment and policy review had been 

completed. She raised a suggestion that the Parish Councillors should be given a Parish Council email address so that their use of 

data for Parish Council business could easily be differentiated from their personal use. After discussion it was agreed that the 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council and its committees would have such a Parish Council email address in the first 

instance. This could then be rolled and made a requirement for all Parish Councillors following the elections of May 2019. 

 

7058  OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor John Gripton apologised for his recent lack of attendance and asked what the progress was regarding the Ascot 

Rejuvenation project. Councillor Peter Deason replied and informed members of the draft Ascot Centre Development Brief and 

consultation programme. Councillor Deason also agreed to write a note on this for Members’ consideration. 

Councillor Pat Morris informed members that the hedge planting at the Victory Field was growing well. 

Councillor John Gripton then asked about progress at Heatherwood Hospital. Councillor Spike Humphrey replied that the Board 

were to meet in December to consider the development’s economic viability and Councillor Deason added that enabling works 

had begun on site. 

Next Councillor Deason stated that amended plans for the proposed Lynwood Health Centre had been received by the Borough 

and that he had drafted a response on behalf of the Parish Council that would be submitted by 11 May. 

The Chairman then informed members that she would be attending the Berkshire Association of Local Councils Chairman’s 

training course and encouraged other Councillors to attend the Councillor’s training courses offered, which she thought would be 

an important requisite of being a Parish Councillor moving forward. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.00pm. 

 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

Councillor Allison Sharpe, Chairman 

 

 

 


