THE SUNNINGHILL & ASCOT ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY & OTHER 2019 HIGHLIGHTS
Sunninghill & Ascot Parish Council (SAPC) has a busy year in prospect, starting with the Annual
Parish Assembly in March, a significant programme of improvements to local parks, as well as the
2019 Parish Party in July.
The Annual Parish Annual Assembly will be on Wednesday 20th March. It’s a good opportunity for
Parish residents, other interested parties and community representatives, to get up to speed with
Parish affairs and to give feedback. The Parish Council has a significant budget to spend – thanks
the Parish Precept and developer contributions, so it wants your views on where this money is
needed!
There is quite a precise legal requirement to hold an Annual Parish Assembly, during which the
Council’s Standing Orders do not apply but it is chaired by the Chairman of the Parish Council.
There is often confusion between the Annual Parish Assembly and the similar-sounding Annual
General Meeting of the Parish Council- which is a formal Council meeting and completely different.
The Parish Assembly must take place between 1st March and the 1st June (inclusive), after 6pm.
This obligation has been imposed to give local residents a convenient opportunity to hear, at first
hand, what the Parish Council is doing for electors, and for residents and businesses to have their
say on anything they consider is important to Parish life.
Councillors are not required to attend, but SAPC councillors are very active and Committee
Chairmen will give a short summary of their year’s work on your behalf. There will also be official
reports by important community figures – such as Thames Valley Police and local school head
teachers.
The atmosphere is generally informal, though a written record of the meeting will be taken and any
comments made by the residents, presented at a future meeting of Council.
Votes can be taken - done by a majority of those present at the meeting - but it’s the decision of
the person chairing the meeting as to whether the decision is final, unless a poll is demanded.
Votes taken at this meeting are not binding on the Parish Council. Only registered Parish electors
are permitted to speak and vote.
The second half of the Sunninghill & Ascot Annual Parish Meeting is even less formal and is always a
pleasant occasion. There are often contributions by local societies as well as voluntary
organisations. Refreshments are provided and when appropriate, a guest is invited to speak on a
subject of Parish interest.
Details of the meeting venue and agenda will be published shortly.
Chairman of the Parish Leisure Committee, Cllr Robert Ellison said: “We have had a busy year with
major improvements and upgrades to the Parish’s facilities. We oversee and take care of a large
area containing four recreation grounds, allotments and the cemetery at St. Michaels - all of which
have had work carried out.”
For the forthcoming year, SAPC has plans to replace play equipment and seating at Cheapside Play
Park, put up new goal posts on several Parish pitches, and to enhance the Nature Reserves at Tom
Greens’ Field and Blythewood. Old play equipment will be replaced and new apparatus - useable by
disabled children - provided at South Ascot Recreation Ground.
Another highlight of 2019 will be the Parish Council “Party in the Park”, at the Victory Field on
Sunday July 7th, 1 – 5.30pm. Attractions will include live music, a skate park display, cream teas, a
beer tent, BBQ, fairground rides and much more. Watch this space!

