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THE PARISH OF SUNNINGHILL & ASCOT 
 

Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on Tuesday 6 May 2014 commencing at 7.00pm. 
 

Parish Council Members Present: J Yong (Chairman), Mrs B Hilton (Vice-Chairman), P Deason,  

R Ellison, D Hilton (also Borough Councillor), Mr S Humphrey, C Lester, Mr D McKay, Mr A Nehra, Mrs S Jones, Mrs B Story,  

Mrs M Turton.  

 

In attendance: Borough Councillors: J Story, Mrs L Yong. 

             Clerk to the Council, Elizabeth Yates  
 

In addition there were 10 residents who signed the attendance list. 

 

Apologies for Absence: Parish Councillors Mrs M Duffield, Me J Naylor and Mrs A Sharpe. 

Borough Councillors Mr P Comber and Mr D McBride and the Reverend Mr S Johnson. 

 

5750  Councillor Jeffrey Yong, Chairman of the Parish Council, chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone to the Annual 

Assembly.  

 

5751  The minutes of the Annual Assembly, held on 6 May 2013, were approved as a correct record and signed as such.   

 

5752  Dr Ryan Mehta gave a presentation on the newly formed ‘One Medical’ Group which was running the Urgent Care Centre 
at Brants Bridge in Bracknell.  This Centre had been set up following the changes to healthcare provision within the Heatherwood 

and Wexham Trust. He informed the Assembly of the services that would be provided at the Centre, how patients would access 

these services and who the patients would see. The Unit had been open a month and to date 2,600 patients had been seen.            

Dr. Mehta emphasised his commitment to providing the right patient care, in the right place, at the right time and then opened up 

his presentation for questions. 

 

Councillor Lynda Yong raised a concern regarding the lack of signage from Heatherwood Hospital to the Centre.  

Dr. Mehta agreed that this was necessary and that such signage had been authorised. 

 

Councillor Barbara Story asked where the virtual fracture clinic was based. Dr Mehta replied that is was based at the  

Royal Berkshire Hospital. 
 

Janet King asked what was meant by a CCG. Dr Mehta stated that it stood for a Clinical Commissioning Group and that these 

were area based and responsible for the commissioning of health care provision. 

 

Councillor Robert Ellison asked a question, on behalf of Councillor Allison Sharpe, describing a patient’s experience of attending 

the Unit during which her patient notes were not accessible by the Centre as she was registered in East Berks and not West Berks, 

and she was not given a choice of hospital to attend.  Dr Mehta replied that in many cases notes were not necessary for treatment 

at an Urgent care Centre, and that appropriate software was in place to access notes if necessary. He said that he would follow up 

the lack of hospital choice but could not comment on an individual case without more detail. 

 

Councillor John Story asked if there was a waiting time target and if so, had this been met. Dr Mehta stated that there was a  

30 minute target in place and that after one month of opening there were insufficient statistics as yet. 
 

Councillor David Hilton asked if the minimum number of two available nurses was less than that provided at the former Minor 

Injuries Clinic at Heatherwood; and if GP surgeries were full how the Unit would cope with extra demand. Dr Mehta replied that 

the number of nurses was not less and that more could be available at peak times. He informed the Assembly that the numbers 

would be monitored and provision altered to reflect demand if necessary. 

 

Councillor Barbara Story asked where the 2,600 patients had come from and were they local residents?   

Dr Mehta replied that a map showing this would be available shortly. 

 

Diana Tomb expressed confusion over the name of the ‘Urgent Care Centre’ and what it meant to local people. Dr Mehta stated 

that the name was chosen nationally and that an education programme was to be put in place to explain the services available.   
He would take this concern back to the CCG. 

 

The Chairman thanked Dr Mehta for his presentation. 
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5753  Mr Pilgrim, Co-head teacher of Charters School addressed the meeting and reported that the number of students obtaining 5 

A* to C Grades at GSCE was up by 8 % to 82%. This compared favourably to the national average of 60%. A Level results had 

also improved since the last Annual Assembly. Mr Pilgrim went on to talk about the number of students, teachers and support 

staff within the school, which was in its second year of Academy Status.  He expressed the need for a balanced curriculum which 

offered opportunities for a wide range of students and the need for high quality teachers to deliver this. He informed the meeting 

of a £700 000 refurbishment grant for the replacement of flat roofs within the school and for upgrades to the Resource Unit. He 
introduced a new programme called ‘The Edge’ which would develop and accredit skills for students that would be useful within 

the work place. He thanked the Borough Councillors for their support in obtaining an additional £250 000 grant for leisure and 

sport facilities and explained the school’s desire to establish a Community Multi-Sports centre and plans for  improvements to the 

mathematics block. He invited those present to visit the school on one of their weekly tours and to inform him of any incidents 

involving students’ behaviour outside of the school.   

After the Head Teacher had finished his presentation, the following questions were asked: 

 

Councillor Spike Humphrey asked what age groups would be involved with ‘The Edge’. Mr. Pilgrim replied that the programme 

would start next year for Year 7 and Year 10 students. 

 

Councillor Lynda Yong complimented the students who walked to school on their politeness. 

 
Councillor Robert Ellison asked if the catchment area would be reduced. Mr Pilgrim replied that the school was ‘full’ and that the 

Governors were concerned by the predicted increase in school numbers.  He stressed the need for more classrooms and facilities 

as the School was keen to keep families together. 

 

Bracknell Forest Councillor Dorothy Hayes asked if the catchment area would be reduced to those living within the Royal 

Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. Mr Pilgrim stated that this was the last year in which those within the current catchment 

area could be guaranteed a place. 

 

Margaret Morgan suggested that the former Civil Servant’s College in Sunningdale could provide accommodation, perhaps for the 

Sixth Form. Mr Pilgrim replied that he did not want to separate the Sixth Form away from the main school as the Sixth Formers 

set good examples for younger pupils.. 
 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Pilgrim for his presentation. 

 

5754  Sergeant Martin Littlewood introduced himself as the new Sergeant for the local neighbourhood team, following the 

retirement of Sergeant Colin Pike. He described his team and informed the committee that the Ascot Police Station was being re-

opened on 2 June, following an extensive refurbishment, and that the duty counter would be open for twelve hours a week. He 

presented crime figures for the Parish stating that burglaries within dwellings had decreased from 120 five years ago to 44 last 

year.  Sergeant Littlewood commented on the co-operation achieved through the Neighbourhood Action Group and on work 

carried out to reduce speeding within the Parish, including the pinch points on Sunninghill Road. He welcomed assistance in 

carrying out Speed watches and membership of the Community Alert messaging scheme. 

 

After Sergeant Littlewood had finished his presentation, the following questions were asked: 
 

Councillor Lynda Yong thanked the police for their speedy response to the illegal trading problem by Ascot British rail Station. 

She asked what the police’s approach was to children cycling on pavements.  Sergeant Littlewood replied that discretion could be 

used for what was an offence, but that more cycle paths would be welcomed. 

 

Councillor Dorothy Hayes informed him that the emergency phone outside the Ascot Police Station was not working. Sergeant 

Littlewood said that he would look to rectify this. 

 

Councillor Barbara story asked where residents should go if they wanted a duty counter service outside of Ascot’s opening hours. 

Sergeant Littlewood replied that they should go to maidenhead or Windsor Police Stations. 

The Chairman thanked sergeant Littlewood for his presentation. 
 

  

5755  The Chairman gave a summary of the areas of activity over the past year and proposals for the future.   

A copy of his report is attached in the Minute Book copy of these Minutes. He informed the Assembly of a potential reduction to 

the precept base and the need for on going cost management. . He highlighted the improvement programme at Victory Field 

Recreation Ground, the establishment of a Garden of Reflection at the cemetery, extensive tree works and the success of the 

Summer Party and the Victorian Street Fayre, as well as informing the Assembly of the contracting out of the grounds 

maintenance operation. He informed the assembly of future projects, to include new play and fitness equipment at South Ascot 

Recreation Ground and Cheapside Play Park, as well as a new shelter at the cemetery.  He thanked the Parish Councillors and 

Borough Councillors for their ongoing support.   
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5756  The following local charities were asked to address the meeting and present their accounts:  

 

a) Ascot Fire Brigade Trust 

Councillor David Hilton, as Chairman of the Charity, informed the meeting of the range of grants awarded by the Trust, totalling 

£26,000.  These included the Ascot Project, five Sports Bursaries in conjunction with Charters School and the Schools Summer 
Programme. He called on any organisation that wished to apply for a grant to write to him at the Trust and that the un- audited 

accounts were available for inspection at the Assembly.  

 

b) Sunninghill Charity Trust (Sunninghill Fuel Allotment Trust) 

Gary Morris, the Chairman of the Trust, informed the meeting that the name of the Trust had been changed to the Sunninghill 

Charity Trust, to better define its purpose. £500,000 had been gained by the Trust since the establishment of the SANG and 

between £80,000 and £100,000 was available from interest for distribution within the Parish, primarily for the alleviation of 

poverty.  To this end the Trust had awarded grants to the Ascot Day Centre, Thames Valley Hospice and individual families.   

He called for funding requests. 

 

c) Sunninghill Parochial Charities 

The Reverend Stephen Johnson had sent his apologies in advance and was therefore not able to present the accounts. 
 

5757  Reports were received from the following Borough Councillors: 

The Chairman informed the Assembly that Councillor Peter Comber had sent his apologies in advance and submitted a report, 

which would be added to the Minutes. 

 

Councillor Lynda Yong 

Councillor Yong spoke on three matters, the acquisition of land at Woodlands Ride in South Ascot and the proposal to link Allens 

Field and South Ascot Recreation Ground by a circular path, the awarding of an additional £250,000 Borough grant for leisure and 

sport provision at Charters and her role within the Borough’s Assisted Living Group (providing support services to older people.)  

She welcomed the purchase of the land at Woodlands Ride as a means of ensuring it remained as open space for the use by 

residents in perpetuity and informed the Assembly of the negotiations underway to establish the circular footpath which could be 
extended to link Swinley Forest to Victory Field Recreation Ground. 

 

Peter Standley asked if the land purchased at Woodland Ride could be added to the area designated as SANG. Councillor Lynda 

Yong replied that it could be. 

 

Councillor David Hilton 

Councillor David Hilton began by drawing the Assembly’s attention to the significance of the Neighbourhood Plan which was the 

first to be adopted by the Borough. He went on to explain his role as a Governor of the Heatherwood and Wexham Park Hospital 

Trust and the ‘special’ measures that were being put in place to ensure service provision met the necessary quality standards, 

following the recent Quality Control Inspection.  

 

Councillor Story 
Councillor Story informed the meeting of the reduction in the Borough’s Council tax bought about through the renegotiation of 

contracts and improvements in cost effectiveness, whilst protecting front line services and the Borough’s reserves. He spoke of the 

increase in library opening hours, the £70,000 awarded for the improvements at Victory Field Recreation Ground, which included 

the upgrading of the CCTV cameras, the creation of a skate park and the widening and re-surfacing of the access road; as well as 

the refurbishment of the public conveniences in Sunninghill Village. He finished by explaining the decision to take the changes at 

Heatherwood Hospital to judicial review as a response to resident’s concerns, although the case was lost. 

 

Janet King asked what provision was being made for an ageing population. Councillor Story replied that the Borough’s Social 

Care department and local health providers were working closely to make best use of the available budget. 

 

Councillor Duncan McBride 
Councillor McBride had sent his apologies in advance of the Assembly and was therefore not present to give a report. 

 

5758  The Chairman opened the meeting up to general questions. Three questions had been submitted to the Clerk in advance 

regarding the means of ensuring the Neighbourhood Plan policies were and monitored during the planning process.  The 

Chairman took these questions first and began his response with a summary of the background to and the relevant parts of the 

Localism Act regarding the constitutional role of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

The first question was asked by Patrick Griffen, in his capacity as Chairman of the society for the Protection of Ascot and 

Environs. It was 

‘Regarding the Neighbourhood Plan for the next 15 years, both Parish Councils apparently have stated to SPAE (1st April) that 

they do not see any need for assistance beyond that which already exists within the Parish Councils' Planning Committees. Please 
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would S&AP explain exactly what procedures it is going to put in place, presumably, in conjunction with Sunningdale Parish 

Council, to deliver the aspirations of the Ascot, Sunninghill & Sunningdale neighbourhood?’ 

 

 

The second question was asked by Margaret Morgan, on behalf of Charles Appleby, the Co-Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group.  It was that  

‘The NP took 3 years to develop by the NP SG and was achieved only with very substantial help from around 50 people in the 

local community. The task of actually implementing the NP began formally on 29 April 2014.  The very next day, on 30 April, 

this Parish Council wrote to oppose a proposal by the SG to change its constitution so that the SG would oversee and monitor the 

implementation of the NP on behalf of the community.  My question is in 3 parts: 

1. Who on the PC is to lead on implementing the NP? 

2. What resources is the PC proposing to allocate to monitor and oversee the implementation of the NP 

3. Putting aside their original objections, would this PC be willing to work in partnership with the newly constituted SG as a 

Civic Group, representing the whole community, to oversee and monitor the implementation of the NP?’ 

The third question was asked by Diana Tombs. It was that: 

‘The Parish Council wrote to the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group a few days ago, stating that they wanted to see the SG 

"disbanded", now that its objective has been delivered. In writing this, the Parish Council knew full well that this would result in 

losing the SG members' time and expertise who were most involved in writing the Plan and ensuring it got such a resounding yes 
vote at the recent referendum.  

 

Does the Parish Council really think that there’s nothing more than needs doing to champion the NP’s goals, or does it believe it 

can do the job on its own, having thrown away the knowledge and commitment of those who delivered the NP? Because, either 

way, the only winners in this are the developers and the only losers are all the local residents you supposedly represent.’ 

 

 

The Chairman replied by stating that the Parish Council, in conjunction with Sunningdale Parish Council, as the joint qualifying 

bodies, recognised the hard work put into the Neighbourhood Plan by the Steering Group but that the role and objective of the 

Group, as set out in the Localism Act had been achieved.  He suggested that the members of the Steering Group reform as a 

pressure group, if they so wished in order to monitor the effectiveness of the plan and provide support to both Parish Councils to 
ensure the Neighbourhood Plan is adhered to, but that he could not endorse a constitutional change that was not in accordance 

with the Localism Act.  

 

The Chairman also stated that the Planning Committees of both Parish Councils will use the NP as a reference when considering 

all planning applications; and in fact several key members of the NPSG sit on these committees. 

 

Margaret Morgan and Diana Tomb expressed their disappointment with the Parish Council’s response and informed the Assembly 

that they had both resigned from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group as a result.  

Councillor David Hilton informed the Assembly that there would be an opportunity for the Steering Group to make presentations 

at the Windsor Rural Development Control Panel. Gary Morris suggested the co-option of a member of the Steering Group onto 

the Parish Council and Councillor Peter Deason re-iterated the chairman’s interpretation of the Localism Act. 

 
Peter Standley asked if the Parish Council were considering taking on the role of determining planning applications within the 

Parish. The Chairman replied that consideration had been given to this, but that at this time the Parish Council was not taking this 

on. 

 

Gary Morris asked the Chairman to explain how the Parish Councillors were elected. The Chairman detailed the co-option and 

election process. 

  

A final question was asked by Janet King regarding the publicity of the Annual assembly date. The Clerk was asked to review this 

to ensure greater coverage. 

 

 There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm. 
 

 

----------------------------- 

Councillor Jeffrey Yong     

 

Chairman of the Council 

 

Attachments – Chairman’s report 

           Councillor Peter Comber’s report 
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REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL  

 

2013 presented the Parish Council with similar economic challenges as in the previous year. Changes introduced the previous year 

by the Government in the way household rates are calculated, meant that a proportion of Parishioners who are on welfare no 

longer contribute to the Parish precept. The Government has reimbursed the Borough the corresponding amount, and the Borough 
has in turn, voted to pass this back onto the Parish. However, we are faced with the uncertainty of whether this will be the case in 

future years, so our efforts to keep costs down continue. We have decided to make a modest increase to the Parish Precept for 

2014/15 by £0.55 pence per household for the year to £25.38 per Band D Property, which represents just an inflationary increase. 

 

As a Parish Council, we are determined that our efforts to control costs will not affect our ability to deliver and improve our 

services within the Parish. 

 

We continue to maintain our areas of public open space within the Parish and the football fields to a high standard, and continue to 

ensure we get our allocation of funding for local projects, and the local Borough Councillors have been very supportive in our 

efforts. 

 

In 2013, at Victory Field, we have upgraded the CCTV cameras, installed a new Skate Park, resurfaced the road and car parking 
area, and the entrance will be widened and made safer in early 2014. The free tennis coaching organised by the Parish continues to 

be a success, as was the Borough's "Fun in the Sun" play scheme that took place there in the summer. 

 

Much tree works were carried out at the Parish Cemetery and a Garden of Reflection was constructed at the lower part, with 

completion scheduled for early 2014. 

 

Other activities include the awarding of the Allotment shield to what was judged to be the "best" allotment in the Parish, the 

Parish Soccer Shield, organised community clear-ups at South Ascot, Blythewood and Victory Field, bulb planting at Victory 

Field, and local floral displays in the planters and the hanging baskets. The children's play area at South Ascot was also 

resurfaced, and we plan to replace some of the aging apparatus and add inclusive play equipment this year. 

 
We were also involved with the Borough in their plans to improve Allen's Field as an area for dog walkers. A new pedestrian 

entrance and children’s play structure were completed which have transformed the area and made it more welcoming. 

 

The Sunninghill Victorian Street Fayre, which is sponsored by the Parish Council, was as popular as ever as a fun family day out, 

boosting local shops and raising funds for local charities, which this year have been extended to include several smaller local ones. 

The Parish also held a Summer Party at Victory Field which was quite well attended, despite threatening skies, which thankfully, 

held off till the end of the event.  

 

Please visit the Parish Council’s web site, the address of which is shown above, which has been extended to include links to 

additional websites of local interest.  It incorporates items of news, together with agendas and minutes of Council and committee 

meetings.  You are welcome to attend these meetings and to call in at the Parish Office, located in Ascot High Street, opposite Car 

Park 3, if you have any queries or concerns 
 

Finally, I would like to thank our local Borough and Parish Councillors who have all played a part in trying to improve the 

facilities and services in our area.  
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Annual Assembly of Ascot and Sunninghill Parish Council   May 2014 
 

I must apologise for not being able to attend the Annual Assembly this year. However, I am happy to provide a report on my 
activities over the last year as Ward Councillor. Lynda, John and myself share out specific areas of responsibilities to avoid 

duplication of effort- my assigned area is transport management. 

Transport 

 

The review of the trial of the pinch point and crossing at the northern exit from Sunninghill High Street has been deemed 

to have been a success overall. The prime measurement was the significant reduction in traffic speed as reported by the 

Highways Officer to the PC meeting. I am aware that there has been a suggestion whether there should be a priority for 

exiting traffic. The advice from the Highways Officer is very clear on this and not to make this change as it will 

undermine the main objective of reducing speed; consequently, this suggestion does not have my support.  

As agreed at the PC meeting , the scheme has now been introduced at the southern exit from the High Street on a trial 

period. Whilst there have been some issues which have been resolved relating to  parking changes and yellow lines, there 

will be a review after 6 months. I have received a request for a series of speed bumps beyond the pinch point towards the 

Berystede which is under consideration. 

 

There are advanced plans to introduce a new roundabout and crossing point at the Berystede junction. This is a very 

dangerous junction and the roundabout will also help slow traffic along the speed track of Devenish/Brockenhurst Road. 

The addition of a crossing will help provide children a safe crossover point walking (and hopefully more cyclists) to 

Charters. 

 

 A comprehensive review of South Ascot traffic and parking issues (with David Hilton’s assistance) is in hand for local 

consultation later this year. 

 

Bowden Road Car Park- unfortunately the tree was removed without proper authorisation. Thankfully, the affected 

residents are being very understanding; it is therefore planned to proceed as previously agreed with Peter Deeson to 

create an extra parking slot and general tidy up in the near future. 

 

Queens Road Car Park- this seems to be working well although some drivers are confused about its operation. As 

demonstrated to one PC, there is ample signage to assist users.   

 

The High Street remains a continuing challenge with issues occurring every day. We continue to try and put pressure on 

One Stop regarding deliveries. A “bell stop” has been installed at the corner to prevent their lorries mounting the 

pavement thereby endangering pedestrians. However, the main culprits in my opinion are the incredibly selfish drivers 

who believe that they have a complete right of way without any consideration to other drivers. I would welcome any 

proposals from the PC on this issue.   

 

Other Matters 

 Together with Lynda and John, we have allocated our councillor discretionary £750 allowance towards the CCTV 

cameras in Victory Field. 

 Together with the ward councillors in Ascot and Sunningdale, we have achieved funding for : improvements on access 

and parking in Victory Fields, the new skate board (which is very well used), the major expansion at Charters Leisure 

Centre (which is in need already of further expansion!) 

 Support for the Neighbourhood Plan- this has been a landmark achievement and my congratulations to all concerned. 

Above all, we continue to strive collectively to promote efficiencies at the Council in order to keep Council Tax as low as possible 

and residents have the benefit of another cut this year of 2%.  

One final plea- the Council has increased its budget this year to help with road repairs after the floods and I would ask for the help 

of all members of the PC to use the website to report potholes etc while the money is available. 

 

I look forward to working together with the PC in the coming year. 

 

Regards, 

Cllr Peter Comber 
  


